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best as a result of the precept and practice of the leaders
and the unceasing influence of these social and religious
institutions.
There are obvious defects in the social life ofKarnataka
owing to the highly emotional and unsteady nature of the
people. Activity and organisation on the part of a
Kannadiga are generally sporadic and that too, frequently
under stimulation, the sustained and systematic building
up of individual and collective life being an exception with
him. As very often described and criticised in old Eannada
literature, the worship of several gods and goddesses for all
kind of material gain or through fear, coupled with cruel
animal sacrifice, has always been a regular feature of village
life. Almost every village gives evidence of rich folklore,
that has left its mark on domestic and public customs
and conventions even today. Stories of men or women,
sacrificed while building a tank, bridge or fort are legion.
Superstitions of every description rule the minds of the
people* Unthinking and blind acceptance of beliefs has
thwarted progressive living. A strange fatalism, that is
the outcome of a wrong view of devotion and surrender to
God, has taken hold of the Kannadiga and rendered him
inactive and indolent. The geographical conditions have
contributed no less to this trait of his character- Notwith-
standing these defects, it is remarkable that " a deep and
real culture has, as it were, transfused the very air that
the people are breathing and it appears in all the many
acts of their lives and often in the words which they use
without realising the full meaning' V Karnataka has thus
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